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From biopharmaceutical companies that are leading the fight against disease to industry-leading electronics companies 
that light venues throughout world, South Dakota is home to hundreds of science and technology businesses thanks to 
a unique partnership of state government, higher education and the private sector. 

The result of this partnership was the South Dakota Science and Technology (S&T) plan, first created in 2010 at the 
request of Governor Mike Rounds. In 2013 Governor Dennis Daugaard tasked the SD EPSCoR Advisory Committee to 
update the plan to help guide and focus infrastructure development investments, as well as workforce development. 

The goal of the S&T plan is to build science and technology capacity in South Dakota that 
will promote innovation, foster knowledge-based companies, create better-paying jobs 
and generate more opportunity for all South Dakota citizens. 
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Science and technology is having a positive effect on the state’s 
economy. For example, the state’s levels of academic science 
and engineering research and development (R&D) per $1,000 of 
Gross Domestic Product more than quadrupled, outperforming 
national standards. This growth is a direct reflection of statewide 
investments towards research infrastructure, which has brought 
in new companies and increased job opportunities for South 
Dakotans.

The S&T plan employs a simple model that proposes investments 
in three key elements of an entrepreneurial “ecosystem”: ideas, 
talent and companies. It presents a coordinated framework of 
programs and policies to launch economic growth in five targeted 
industry sectors:

• Value-Added Agriculture and Agribusiness
• Energy and Environment
• Materials and Advanced Manufacturing
• Information Technology/Cyber Security/Information Assurance
• Human Health and Nutrition

“The five targeted industry sectors of South Dakota’s Vision 
2020 strategy either grow the economies of large and small 
communities across the state by creating higher-paying jobs and 
high-value exports by directly impacting the quality of life for 
South Dakota citizens,” said Gary Archamboult.
 
Archamboult serves on the SD EPSCoR advisory committee and is 
the Director of the Small Business Innovation Research program for 
South Dakota assisting the transition of university research to the 
commercial sector.

Through a series of marketing and communication initiatives, SD 
EPSCoR and its advisory committee are shining a spotlight of how 
science and technology are making positive impacts through 
educational programs, internships and new business ventures 
across South Dakota.

S&T Plan Advances Economic 
Growth Continued...

SDJAS COMPETITION ANNOUNCED
March 31 - April 1, 2017      Dakota Wesleyan University

Visit http://sdepscor.org/science-fairs-2/sdjas/ for rules and guidelines.

The SD EPSCoR office in collaboration with the South Dakota Academy of Science (SDAS) is pleased to 
announce the re-establishment of the South Dakota Junior Academy of Science (SDJAS) which will take place 
March 31 – April 1, 2017 at Dakota Wesleyan University in conjunction with the SDAS annual meeting. 
Students in grades 8-11 will be eligible to register however, .students who would like to register MUST be 
registered to participate in a South Dakota regional science fair prior to registering for SDJAS in order to be 
eligible. Three students from each of the four regional science fairs will be selected to participate in the 2017 
SDJAS competition. 

FAREWELL 
KAREN THEODOSOPOULOS
SD EPSCOR Project Administrator
The SD EPSCoR office wishes Karen Theodosopoulos 
a fond farewell as she retires from SD EPSCoR after 
serving as its program administrator for 25 years. 

Karen has supported EPSCoR and EPSCoR-related 
programs across South Dakota and has made a 
significant impact to the program.

We wish you the best in your next chapter in life and 
thank you for your countless contributions to the 
State of South Dakota. You will be missed!



For more information on the Educator Academy series, course curriculum or South 
Dakota science fair awards, contact Phillip Huebner at phillip.huebner@sdstate.edu 
or visit www.sdsepscor.org/science-fairs-2/
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SD EPSCoR recently completed the first series of its 2016-2017 
Educator Academy programs that provide professional development 
activities to encourage and support science fair participation among 
K-12 students.

This fall’s SD EPSCoR Educator Academy series took place at six 
campuses across South Dakota throughout September and October 
engaging 45 middle and high school science teachers representing 
33 school districts. The workshops were the first segment of the 
annual academy that focuses on providing teachers the knowledge, 
skills and tools to assist students in the development of hypothesis-
driven research projects. This effort is being made to boost student 
participation in each of South Dakota’s four regional science fairs and 
encourage research exploration and hands-on activities     
in the classroom.

Attendees had the opportunity to actively participate in activities that showcased the process of developing a research 
project, how to gain a deeper understanding of implementing the scientific method and how to develop resources to assist 
students in designing award-winning research projects. Participants were also able to network and generate ideas from fellow 

teachers on ways to encourage and mentor students in science fair 
research. 

The Educator Academies were led by Phillip Huebner, SD EPSCoR 
director of STEM partnerships. 

“Science fairs have proven to be an essential activity on the path 
toward a STEM-based education and future,” said Huebner. “Preparing 
students to participate and excel in quality research projects begins in 
the classroom. That is why the Educator Academy has been designed to 
focus its attention on educating teachers and equipping them with the 
necessary training to assist students as they embark on a research path,” 
Huebner said. 

Paul Buisker, academy participant and middle school science teacher at 
Sioux Valley Schools said, “The workshop provided valuable training to 

both experienced and new teachers alike in the science fair process and taught us useful techniques to guide our students in 
becoming successful in their research inside and out of the classroom.”

Participants also had the opportunity to learn how schools can win prize money towards improving classroom laboratories 
and resources through their participation in regional science fairs. Prize money exceeding $43,000 annually, is awarded 
through SD EPSCoR and Fisher Scientific and dispersed at each of the regional science fairs.

SD EPSCoR promotes and supports educators, research faculty and programs in STEM fields. Part of its mission is to strengthen 
research and education in STEM, increase science literacy and provide educational opportunities for K-12 students. SD EPSCoR 
is funded by the National Science Foundation/EPSCoR Grant Number IIA-1355423 and by the State of South Dakota.

SD EPSCoR provides research project development 
workshops for secondary school science teachers
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• EPSCoR RII Track-2 FEC Informational Webinar - Nov. 15 & 16
• CAREER Proposal Development Workshop - Nov. 17, Sioux Falls, SD
• EPSCoR RII Track-4 Research Fellows Informational Webinar - Nov. 29 & 30
• EPSCoR/IDeA Coalition Meeting - Dec. 6, Washington D.C.
• NASA EPSCoR Research and Tribal College Collaboration Grants deadline - Dec. 16
• NASA EPSCoR Travel Grant Deadline - Open deadline (must be completed by Sep. 30, 2017)

• NSF EPSCoR RII Track-2 FEC Announcement

• NSF EPSCoR RII Track-4 Research Fellows Program Announcement

• Community College Innovation Challenge

• SDSU Professor Sev Van Slambouck Receives Award at Molecular Medicine Symposium

The National Science Foundation (NSF) and the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) present the 
third annual Community College Innovation Challenge (CCIC) that asks student teams to innovate a STEM-based 
solution to a real-world problem and submit a written entry and a 90-second YouTube video. 

Prof. Severine Van Slambrouck was awarded the “Spandidos Publications Award for an Outstanding Achievement 
and Presentation in Advances in Oncology” at the 19th International Symposium on Molecular Medicine in Athens, 
Greece October 6-8, 2016.

The RII Track-4 provides opportunities for non-tenured faculty investigators to further develop their individual 
research potential through extended collaborative visits to the nation’s premier private, governmental, or academic 
research centers.

RII Track-2 FEC builds interjurisdictional collaborative teams of EPSCoR investigators in scientific focus areas consis-
tent with National Science Foundation (NSF) priorities. Projects are investigator-driven and must include researchers 
from at least two RII- eligible jurisdictions. 

http://sdepscor.org/2016/sdsu-professor-sev-van-slambrouck-receives-presentation-award/
http://sdepscor.org/2016/community-college-innovation-challenge/
http://sdepscor.org/resources/rii-track-2/
http://sdepscor.org/resources/rii-track-4-research-fellows/
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/epscor/Track4_Webinar_Instructions.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/epscor/Track2_Webinar_Instructions.pdf
http://sdepscor.org/event/career-proposal-development-program/
http://sdepscor.org/category/nasa-research-and-travel-grant-opportunities/
http://sdepscor.org/category/nasa-research-and-travel-grant-opportunities/

